
 Sick Plant Clinic 

 

Sponsored by:  The Shawnee County Extension Master Gardeners (a volunteer program 

of K-State Research and Extension Shawnee County).  If you have an ailing plant, or a 

“mystery” plant, take advantage of this opportunity to bring in a sample for diagnosis or 

identification.  Click here for more information. 

 

WHEN: Monday, July 11 

 

TIME: 10:00 AM - 3:00 PM 

 

WHERE: In the mall at Fair lawn Plaza Shopping Center  

(21st & Fairlawn) 

 

This event is designed to help people with their ailing plants 

including ornamentals (trees, shrubs, flowers), vegetables, fruit 

crops, turfgrass and indoor plants.  Master Gardener volunteers, local Extension 

personnel, and KSU Specialists from the Departments of Plant Pathology and 

Horticulture will be on hand to diagnose plant problems, identify plants, weeds and 

insects, and discuss general pest care. 

 

Want to Become a Master Gardener? 

If you have time on your hands and would rather have dirt on them, look into the Master 

Gardener Volunteer program.  We maintain seven demonstration gardens, conduct 

educational events, help with the Kansas Garden Show, travel to see beautiful gardens 

and places and learn new things all the time. 

 

Anyone interested may download an application at the Shawnee County Extension 

website at www.shawnee.ksu.edu.  Applications are available July 5 and are due August 

12.  Orientation is in August and classes will be held on eight 

Thursdays from 8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. beginning September 8. 

 

For more information, call Connie DeHart at 785-232-0062, ext. 109. 
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Leroy W. Russell  

County Extension 

Agent  

lrussell@ksu.edu  

Research Shows Tightening 
Fiscal Farm Conditions 

A new joint study by the Kansas State University 

Department of Agricultural Economics and 

the University of Georgia shows lenders from across the 

nation are expecting the financial outlook for farmers to 

tighten in the upcoming seasons. 

The 2016 Spring Ag Lender Survey shows the current 

financial conditions are taking a downturn due to an 

expected increase in nonperforming loans and land 

devaluations that are causing land leasing issues. Lower 

commodity prices have had an immediate effect on 

producers, but there may be more trouble ahead as 

leveraged farmers are feeling the pressure from lower 

grain and livestock prices. 

Christine Wilson, K-State agricultural economics 

professor said, “The survey shows lenders are observing 

the tightening fiscal conditions, and expected falls in 

land values as a key indicator in an expected increase in 

nonperforming loans.” 

“With these crop prices, expect a significant gut check 

by the producers,” said a survey participant, adding that 

farmers are facing a significant challenge. 

The survey points to lenders seeing a need for increasing 

risk premiums for agricultural lending. From the fall 

season of 2015 to the spring of 2016, lenders noted that 

the number of non-performing loans rose for total farm 

loans.  Lenders are expecting the number of non-

performing loans to continue to rise, particularly for the 

corn and soybeans, wheat, and beef sub-sectors. 

Demand for farm operating loans remains high as 

liquidity and cash flows are problematic for many 

producers, according to the study. Lenders report 

elevated cash rental rates and a slow adjustment to the 

lower commodity prices seen in today’s market.  There 

could be many challenges for our Shawnee County crop 

and livestock producers with the low commodity prices.  

If you need help with production cost questions, please 

give the Shawnee County Extension office a call. 

Diagnosing Early-Season 
Growth Problems in Corn 
Getting a good stand of corn, with vigorous early-season 

growth, is the first step in getting good yields.  When 

adverse conditions, such as hard rain or unusually cool 

weather, occur after planting and emergence, producers 

should get out in their fields and take a close look at 

how their corn is doing. 

 

If the plants emerged in good fashion, but the seedlings 

then have problems maintaining adequate growth and 

development or leaf color, there may be several possible 

reasons.  A few of the most likely causes include: 

 Freeze damage. In most cases, much of the corn that 

is emerged at the time of a frost on will recover with 

minimal damage.  

 Unusually cool temperatures, compacted soil, or 

waterlogging. Wet soils and unusually cool 

temperatures can inhibit root growth especially, 

slowing plant development. This can cause 

yellowed, wilting plants due to poor root growth, 

drowning, or a seedling blight infection.  

 White grubs or wireworms.  

 Black cutworms. 

 Flea beetles. 

 Poor growth that occurs as circular to oval patches 

in the field could be an indicator of nematode 

problems. 

 Free ammonia from an anhydrous ammonia 

application. 

 Ammonia injury can also occur when side dressing 

anhydrous under dry soil conditions. 

 Putting a urea-based N fertilizer in contact with the 

seed. 

 Nitrogen (N) deficiency. 

 Phosphorus deficiency. 

 Sulfur deficiency. 

 Herbicide injury. 

 

This is just a list of possible problems with your corn 

crop this year.  For further information, please visit our 

website or call Leroy Russell. 

Agriculture  

mailto:lrussell@ksu.edu
http://www.ageconomics.k-state.edu/
http://www.ageconomics.k-state.edu/
http://www.uga.edu/
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Horticulture  
Jamie Kidd  

County Extension Agent  

jamiehan@ksu.edu  

Vein Pocket Galls on Oak 

 
Like last year, we are seeing a high number of oak galls 

this year, especially vein pocket gall on pin oak leaves. 

Vein pocket gall causes abnormal swelling of the leaf 

near the veins. 

 

We also saw an outbreak of oak leaf itch mites last 

year. This mite feeds on the larvae of the midge fly that 

actually causes certain types of oak leaf galls. Though 

the marginal leaf gall is more commonly associated 

with oak leaf itch 

mite, the mite 

can also feed on 

the larvae in vein 

pocket galls.  

However, a large 

number of vein 

pocket galls do 

not necessarily 

mean we will 

have an outbreak of oak leaf itch mite like we had last 

year. This will be a “wait and see” situation. 

 

Actually, there are hundreds of different types of galls, 

each of which is caused by a specific insect or mite. 

Insects that can cause different galls on oaks include 

tiny, nonstinging wasps and flies which cause abnormal 

growths to develop on the leaves, twigs or branches of 

oak trees. 

 

The galls caused by mites can include growths that are 

round, spiny, flattened, elongated or star-shaped. Galls 

form in response to a chemical that the insect or mite 

injects into the plant tissue. Eggs laid by a mature 

female hatch into legless grubs around which the gall 

forms. The larvae feed, develop, and pupate inside 

these galls. The adults may emerge either the same 

season or may overwinter inside the gall depending on 

the life history of that specific insect. 

 

Generally, these gall insects do not cause significant 

damage to their hosts, though some of the leaf galls can 

cause enough deformity to make a tree unsightly. Also, 

severe infestations of twig galls can cause twig dieback  

 

 

 

or, rarely, tree death. However, just because a twig is 

covered with galls does not mean it is dead. I have seen 

twigs that looked like a solid mass of galls leaf out in 

the spring. Insecticide sprays applied when galls are 

noticed are ineffective because damage has already 

occurred. 

 

Also, larvae are unaffected because of the protection 

afforded by the gall.  

Insecticide sprays can 

kill emerging adult 

wasps and flies, but 

long emergence 

periods and short 

residuals of most 

contact insecticides 

make this impractical. 

Stem and twig galls can be pruned if this is deemed to 

be practical and necessary.  Fortunately, natural 

predators and parasites usually bring these insects 

under control given a year or two. Therefore, the best 

option is usually to do nothing. 

 

What about the itch mites? More bad news. We have 

found nothing can effectively kill or repel these mites. 

The only means of defense is to avoid contact. 

 (Ward Upham)  

Master Gardener 

Response Line is Open 

9:00 a.m. to Noon and 1:00 p.m. to 4:00 p.m. 

weekdays 

April through October 

785-232-0062 

For answers to your lawn, garden 

and insect questions.  Walk-in 

questions are welcome also! 

mailto:jamiehan@ksu.edu
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Cindy M. Evans  

County Extension  

Director 

cevans@ksu.edu  

County Extension Director  

 

We hope to see you at Topeka Gives  when the Topeka 

Community Foundation hosts their annual one-day 

fundraising event. The event runs from 7 AM—6 PM 

on Tuesday, June 7th inside the Fairlawn Plaza Mall. 

 

The Shawnee County Extension Education Foundation 

will receive 100% of the donations made at the event, 

plus a percentage of the $73,500 pledged match by 

sponsoring organizations. All donations are tax 

deductible and will be used to support extension 

programs in Shawnee County.  

 

Donations must be made in person at the Topeka Gives 

event. Donations can be made using cash, check or 

credit card. The minimum gift is $25 and the maximum 

is $1000 per organization.  

 

Citizen Leadership 

Citizen leaders are people in the community who are 

concerned about the quality of life in their community. 

They assume responsibility for the public good and 

take ownership of problems that exist in their 

community. However, some tasks are more meaningful 

and enjoyable than others.  

 

When you are thinking about moving into a leadership 

position, or a more active role as a group leader, think 

about these questions: 

 What skills to I have to offer? 

 What would I like to learn more about? 

 What is it that I don’t like to do? 

 What do I want to do, but am hesitant about? 

Think about what motivates you, gets you excited, and 

makes you feel successful in leadership roles. 

 

mailto:cevans@ksu.edu
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Lisa Martin  

County Extension 

Agent  

ljmartin@ksu.edu  

Expanded Food & Nutrition 
Education Program  

Food: Too Good to Waste—

Eating a More Sustainable Diet 

Last month, we looked at the dates on food packaging  

to make sure we aren’t throwing away food that is still 

safe to eat.  

Another way to reduce food waste is to think about how 

sustainable our diets are. But what does a “sustainable 

diet” mean? 

“Sustainable” diets mean that we are meeting our 

present nutritional needs without compromising the 

ability of future generations to meet their needs.  

One way to be more sustainable with your food is to 

buy locally produced food such as food from  Farmers 

Markets. Often you will be buying directly from the 

farmer that produced it.  

 

The number of Farmers Markets here in Shawnee 

County have grown over the past few years: 

 

Capitol Midweek Farmers Market 
Corner of Jackson and 10th Avenue, South Capital 

Lawn, Topeka, KS 66612 

Wednesdays 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

May 11 – October 12 

Downtown Topeka Farmers Market, Inc. 
12th and Harrison South of Judicial Building, Topeka, 

KS 66612 

Saturdays 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

April – November 

Friday Farmers Market @ KNI/21st Street 
Kansas Neurological Institute, SW 21st and Oakley, 

3107 SW 21st St., Topeka, KS 66604 

Fridays 7:30 a.m. – 12:00 p.m. 

June 3 – August 14 

Monday Market @ Your Library 
Topeka and Shawnee County Public Library 

1515 SW 10th Ave., Topeka, KS 66604 

Mondays 8:00 a.m. – 11:30 a.m. 

May 16 – October 10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Silver Lake Farmers Market 
Silver Lake Public Library 

203 Railroad Street, Silver Lake, KS 66539 

Tuesdays 6:00 p.m. – 8:00 p.m. 

June 7 – September 6 

East Topeka Farmers Market 
2010 SE California – Topeka Housing Authority 

Topeka, KS 66607 

Tuesdays 3:00-7:00 p.m. 

Begins May 24 

Mother Teresa’s Farmers Market 
Mother Teresa of Calcutta Catholic Church 

2014 NW 46th St., Topeka, KS 66618 

Saturdays: 8:30-11:30 am 

Begins April 30 

Here are some tips for shopping at Farmers Markets: 

Shopping Safely at Farmers Markets:  

http://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/

MF3136.pdf 

The Garden Grocery: Food Safety and Selection  at 

Farmers Markets 

http://food.unl.edu/powerpoints-handouts-alice/food

-safety-selection-farmers-markets.pdf 

Produce Food Safety: 

http://fightbac.nonprofitsoapbox.com/storage/

Refreshed_Produce_Campaign/

ConsumerFact_Sheet.pdf 

mailto:ljmartin@ksu.edu
http://www.kdheks.gov/bhp/farmers_market/
http://downtowntopekafarmersmarket.com/
https://tscpl.org/market
http://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/MF3136.pdf
http://www.bookstore.ksre.ksu.edu/pubs/MF3136.pdf
http://food.unl.edu/powerpoints-handouts-alice/food-safety-selection-farmers-markets.pdf
http://food.unl.edu/powerpoints-handouts-alice/food-safety-selection-farmers-markets.pdf
http://fightbac.nonprofitsoapbox.com/storage/Refreshed_Produce_Campaign/ConsumerFact_Sheet.pdf
http://fightbac.nonprofitsoapbox.com/storage/Refreshed_Produce_Campaign/ConsumerFact_Sheet.pdf
http://fightbac.nonprofitsoapbox.com/storage/Refreshed_Produce_Campaign/ConsumerFact_Sheet.pdf
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Susan Fangman  

Family & Consumer 

Sciences Agent 

sfangman@ksu.edu 

Family & Consumer 
Sciences  

Food Recalls 

I have seen several different food 

recalls come across my desk  

lately, many involving frozen 

vegetables that have been linked 

to a Listeria risk. A food recall 

occurs when there is reason to 

believe that a food may cause 

consumers to become ill. A food 

manufacturer or distributor initiates the recall to take 

foods off the market. In some situations, food recalls 

are requested by government agencies. Some reasons 

for recall in food include: 

 Discovery of an organism in a product which may 

make consumers sick. 

 Discovery of a potential allergen in a product. 

 Mislabeling or misbranding of food. 

 Foreign object found in product. 

A good online resource for learning about the latest  

recalls is www.Recalls.gov. This site includes 

information on food recalls as well as recalls related to 

cosmetics, motor vehicles, boats, consumer products, 

medicine and environmental products. Another good 

resource for learning about food recalls is 

www.FoodSafety.gov.  You can also find 

information regarding food recalls at your local grocery 

store and in the news.  

I have a recalled food in my pantry, now what?            
Do not eat the product and do not feed it to your pets. 

Return the product to the store. They will return it to 

the manufacturer or destroy it. Call the Extension    

office if you have further questions. 

Sources: www.Recalls.gov, www.FoodSafety.gov 

 

 

Picnic Time! 

It’s that time of year again: 

family reunions, camping, and 

bar-b-ques! Don’t invite 

foodborne illness to your party. 

Here are some tips for a safe 

picnic: 

 Plan ahead to bring essential items such as a food 

thermometer, cooler chest with ice, plenty of clean 

utensils and platters, storage containers for        

leftovers, paper towels, and trash bags. 

 In preparation for your picnic, don’t thaw meat on 

the counter overnight– that is not safe. Thaw food 

in the refrigerator or cook from the frozen state. 

Don’t partially cook meat and poultry ahead of 

time.  

 When you arrive at the picnic site, the first task is 

to wash your hands before preparing food. If     

running water is not available, use disposable wet 

wipes or hand sanitizer to clean your hands before 

and after touching food. 

 Serve food items from the grill on a clean platter. 

Don’t use the same plate and utensils for cooked 

food that were used for the raw food. 

 Keep your cooler cool, it is important to keep it 

closed, out of the sun, and covered, if possible, for 

further insulation. Better yet, bring two coolers: 

one for drinks and snacks, and another for more 

perishable food. The drink cooler will be opened 

and closed a lot, which lets hot air in and causes 

the ice to melt faster. Pack your coolers with     

several inches of ice, blocks of ice, or frozen       

gel-packs. Food should be kept at or below 40°F. 

 In hot weather (above 90°), food should never sit 

out for more than one hour.  

mailto:sfangman@ksu.edu
http://www.recalls.gov/
http://www.foodsafety.gov/
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Candis Meerpohl  

County Extension 

Agent  

candism@ksu.edu  

4-H Youth  Development  

 4-H SPIN (Special Interest) 

Clubs 

Have you been hearing about 4-H SPIN Clubs? 

Shawnee County has had SPIN clubs for the past three 

years. The delivery method of 4-H is different in a SPIN 

Club but the goal is still the same; expose youth to the 

positive benefits of 4-H!  

 

A SPIN Club is a shorter 4-H Experience than a 

traditional 4-H Club. They meet for a minimum of six 

sessions and focus on just one project. Traditional 4-H 

projects can be SPIN Club subjects but it is also open to 

other subjects that can be taught in a hands-on manner 

with the opportunity for mastery.  

 

Some SPIN Clubs that Shawnee County has had 

include: Foods and Nutrition, Geo Caching, Food 

Science, Container Gardening and Lego Robots! In 

Shawnee County we have found a great home for these 

clubs inside of After School programs. Clubs can also 

be held in the evenings or on weekends like other 4-H 

project clubs if we have youth that can attend.  

 

SPIN clubs were designed to address some of the 

barriers that a 4-H Community Club membership has. 

One of those barriers is a youth not having time to make 

a year round commitment to the 4-H program Another 

barrier is the transportation required for a youth to make 

meetings and county events. 4-H SPIN Clubs are a way 

to bring 4-H to youth instead of having them come to 

us.  

 

There is no doubt that the best youth development 

experience 4-H has to offer is the Community Club 

Model, however a smaller 4-H experience is better than 

nothing at all. 4-H SPIN clubs still teach youth mastery 

and belonging and depending on the volunteer leading it 

can be formatted to work in leadership and service.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

One success story Shawnee County has had with the 

SPIN Club model is Quincy Elementary School. In the 

summer of 2015 Quincy had 3 SPIN Clubs as a part of 

their summer school program. The youth studied  wood-

working, photography and needle arts. They also got a 

weekly presentation on the 4-H program.  

 

Quincy School enjoyed 4-H so much they chartered as a 

community club in 2016. The youth have a monthly 

meeting during the school year, elected officers and say 

the pledges before each meeting!  

 

If you have a passion that you would like to share in the 

SPIN Club format to expose more Shawnee County 

Youth to 4-H I would love to talk with you. SPIN Club 

volunteers must complete the volunteer screening pro-

cess. Older youth can also be SPIN club leaders and that 

would look great in a 4-H record book.  

 

SPIN Clubs are just one tool in our 4-H toolbox to help 

youth in Shawnee County. It is filling a need and I am 

glad that we have it! 

Display at Quincy 

Elementary showing their 

4-H Photography project. 

Student participating 

in the Lego Robots      

4-H SPIN Club.  

mailto:candism@ksu.edu
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MAY 2016 

May 24  Fair Board Assoc. Meeting 
May 25  PQA Training, 5:30 p.m., EMR 
May 26  “All About Trees” 7:00 p.m., TSCPL 
May 27  PQA Training, 5:30 p.m., EMR 
May 28  Last Day of Walk Kansas 
May 28  Downtown Topeka Farmers Market, 
  7:30 a.m. to Noon 
May 28 & 29 4-H Horse Show, Domer Arena 
May 30   Office Closed for Memorial Day Holiday 
May 31 to  
    June 3 4-H Discovery Days at K-State 

JUNE 2016 

June 1  Worm Composting Workshop, EMR 
  1:00 p.m. to 3:00 p.m. 
June 7  Topeka Gives, inside Fairlawn Plaza Mall 
June 7 & 8 Tractor Safety, 9:00 a.m. to 4:00 p.m.,  
  KanEquip, Wamego  
June 8  Walk Kansas Wrap Up 

June 9  “Curb Appeal” 7:00 p.m., TSCPL 
June 11  Downtown Topeka Farmers Market,  
  7:30 a.m. to Noon 
June 11  “Lettuce, Kale and Spinach” 
   9:00 a.m., Vegetable Garden 
June 14  Executive Board Mtg., 5:30 p.m., EMR 
June 15  4-H Entrepreneur Event 
June 21               Starting a Small Food Business,  
  8:00 am to 4:30 pm, Glacier’s Edge 
  Winery  
June 23  “Rain Barrels” 7:00 p.m., TSCPL 
June 25  Downtown Topeka Farmers Market,  
  7:30 a.m. to Noon 

JULY 2016 
July 4   Office Closed for Independence Day 
July 9  “Tips for Growing Potatoes, Squash and 
  Cucumbers:, 9:00 a.m., Vegetable Garden 
July 9  Downtown Topeka Farmers Market,  
  7:30 a.m. to Noon 
July 11  Sick Plant Clinic, 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.,  
  inside Fairlawn Plaza Mall 
July 12  Executive Board Mtg., 5:30 p.m., EMR 
July 14  “Plant Diseases and Issues” 7:00 p.m.,  
  TSCPL 
July 16 & 17 Shawnee County 4-H Horse Show 
July 21 to 24 Shawnee County Fair 
July 23  Downtown Topeka Farmers Market,  
  7:30 a.m. to Noon 

 
 

Extension Agents    
Cindy Evans, Director 
 
Susan Fangman,  Family and Consumer Sciences 
 
Jamie  Kidd, Horticulture 
 
Candis Meerpohl, 4-H Youth Development 
 
Lisa Martin, Expanded Food and Nutrition Education Program 
 
Leroy Russell, Agriculture & Natural Resources 
 

 

Extension Staff 
Connie DeHart, Master Gardener/SPIN Club Coordinator 
 
Joanne Domme, Office Professional, Agriculture and Horticulture 
 
Marc Galbraith, Horticulture Program Assistant 
 
Brenda Jarboe, SNAP-Ed Nutrition Educator/Community Garden 
 Network Coordinator 
 
Janice Jones, EFNEP Nutrition Assistant 
 
Margarita Munoz, EFNEP Nutrition Assistant 
 
Kim Seeley, Office Professional, 4-H Youth Development 
 
Kendra Stover, EFNEP Nutrition Assistant 
 
Tracy Tugman, EFNEP Nutrition Assistant 
 
Pam Weaver, Office Professional, Administration and Family and 
    Consumer Sciences 
Vacant, 4-H Program Assistant 

 

 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer.  K-State Research and Extension 
is committed to making its services, activities and 
programs accessible to all participants.  If you have spe-
cial requirements due to a physical, vision or hearing 
disability, or a dietary restriction, please contact our 
office at 785-232-0062. 
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