
 

 

 

 

                            October 2022 

Extension Council Elections to Be Held October 11                     

It is once again time to elect representatives to the Shawnee County Extension Council.  Voting will take 

place on Tuesday, October 11th, at the Shawnee County Extension Office, 1740 SW Western, from 8am 

- 6pm.  Enter the upstairs meeting room from the outside upper west door. 

 

The Extension Council election gives all Shawnee County residents, 18 years or older, the opportunity to elect 

Extension Council members for a two-year term.  Twenty-four elected volunteers make up the Extension 

Council, which is charged with the responsibility of working with Extension Agents to develop and conduct 

educational programs in the areas of Agriculture and Natural Resources, 4-H Youth Development, Community 

Development, and Family and Consumer Sciences. 

 

Six members serve on the program development committees (PDC) for each of those areas.  Extension staff 

and council members appreciate your support and hope you will take time to vote in the upcoming election. 

 

Extension Council Election Candidates 

 

Agriculture & Natural Resource 

 
Mary Blubaugh - Mary was the Executive 
Administrator of the Kansas State Board of Nursing 
for almost 18 years and retired on July 1, 2017.  She 
is a Shawnee County Extension Master Gardener 
and co-chair of the Response Line.  Mary also is a 
Friend of Ward-Meade Park and responsible for the 
peony patch.  Mary serves on the Board of Directors 
for Brewster Place. 
    Mary’s experience with educational programs 
goes back to her childhood.  She was a 4-H member 
and as a mother she was the club leader for her 
sons’ 4-H Club.  Mary has held leadership and 
educational positions in all her jobs.  As the 
Executive Administrator of the Kansas State Board 
of Nursing, she presented many workshops. 
    Some of the areas Mary thinks more education is 
needed is ways to address food insecurity, helping to 
grow gardens, and education for children about 
healthy eating.  She believes 4-H is a great program 
for the youth of our community and an increase of 
enrollment should be a goal. 
 
 

 

David Anderson –  
   David grew up in Indiana and was a nine year 4-H 
member.  He showed sheep and pigs while also 
participating in a plastic model building project. 
   David feels he will bring a fresh perspective to the 
group because he was not born in Topeka, Kansas 
and is a young farmer.  He hopes that farmers are 
looking at their farms as more than a hobby but as a 
business if that is their goal. 
 
 

Kevin Siek – Kevin is retired.  He is a Master 
Gardener Volunteer and serves on the Master 
Gardener Advisory Board as well as the Topeka 
Sustainability Advisory Board. 
   Kevin volunteers with the Master Gardener 
Speaker’s Bureau and Special Needs Committee. 
   Kevin feels that to serve as an advisory board 
member on the Topeka Sustainability that he is  
promoting and is an advocate for policies that 
support sustainability. This specifically includes but 
not limited to environmental assessment, waste 
reduction, recycling, energy conservation in the city 
of Topeka, and enhancing the quality of life by 
improving the City's efforts in these areas. 
 



 

Community Development PDC 

Cayla King – Cayla is a retired army service 
member of 25 years.  She and her husband own My 
Gym, Children’s Fitness Center.  Cayla is involved 
as a 4-H parent, Cub Scouts and is very active in the 
Rossville American Legion.  She is also a member of 
PEO (Philanthropic Education Women’s 
Organization) and is a substitute teacher for Kaw 
Valley School District. 
   Cayla’s business has given her extensive training 
with youth programs and she was a platform 
instructor at the army aviation center. 
   Cayla notices that extension could bring visibility to 
the many opportunities in our community.  Can help 
Extension people discover what the community 
resources are. 

Johnathan Sublet – Johnathan serves as a full-
time servant pastor of Fellowship Hi-Crest Church.  
He volunteers and serves on the boards of many 
community organizations dedicated to lifting up 
underserved communities.  He is the co-founder of 
SENT, Inc. 
   Johnathan’s first program with SENT called 
STREAM (Science, Technology, Reading, 
Engineering, and Mathematics) served 
approximately 200 kids between the ages of four and 
eighteen each weekday for two months over the 
summer.  He is in the process of launching a Youth 
Investment Club for 6th to 12th graders in the 
community. 
  Johnathan believes that a partnership with the 
extension could benefit many of the needs we have 
in the community. 

 

Christi McKenzie – Christi serves as the Director 
of the Rossville Community Library.  She has served 
on the Rossville City Council and the Shawnee 
County Zoning Board and Planning Commission. As 
a member of the Rossville Community Foundation 
Board, she has helped to raise money and 
awareness for the community swimming pool, early 
education, trail project and scholarships. As a 
member and president of Rossville PRIDE, they 
have received multiple grants and she recently 
worked with Morovan Lodge for building 
improvements and preserving Czech culture and 
history in the community.  The Friends of the 
Rossville Library organizes community projects 
including Main Street Pages Story Walk, planting 
flowers and fundraising events. 
   Christi is a trained leadership facilitator through the 
Kansas Health Foundation small community 

leadership initiative. At the local high school, she 
helps to lead and organize TASMAD (Take A 
Second Make A Difference) student leadership team. 
Christi believes extension could help with 4-H and 
the senior center.   Rossville Rustlers has 
traditionally been a strong 4-H group, but like many 
organizations it is a challenge to get rolling again 
after the strain of the pandemic. The Senior Center 
in Rossville has struggled with funding and 
community outreach and programming.  

 

Family & Consumer Sciences PDC 
 
Jene Yoder – Jene has been a long-standing 
member of 4-H and has completed Master Food 
Training.  She is a social worker with the Shawnee 
County Health Department, working in Maternal and 
Child Health. 
   Jene likes to focus on Fetal Infant Mortality and the 
First Step Program, which provides home visits to 
pregnant clients and families with infant up to one 
year of age.  She also serves on community 
coalitions with Extension FCS agents. 
   Jene wants to see more access to basic needs for 
families – healthy foods, housing, transportation, 
nurturing relationships. 

 
Mary Tyler – Mary was the manager of the 
Downtown Farmers Market and now owns 
Breadbasket Farmers Market. 
   Mary worked with Extension to secure a grant from 
Topeka Community Foundation for seniors to shop 
at the Downtown Farmers Market.  She has served 
on Heartland Healthy Neighborhoods (HHN) Healthy 
Eating Workgroup and has secured a grant to 
expand her Market. 
   Mary would like to see help for hunger, food and 
nutrition security and improving access to health 
food options, and supporting small producers to 
produce and sell more local foods. 

Jana Patton -  Jana is a registered dietician 
working for the WIC Program at the Shawnee 
County Health Department.  She interned with 
EFNEP and grew up in 4-H. 
   Jana teaches nutrition education to WIC clients 
and serves on community coalitions with Extension 
Agents.  In addition, she co-teaches Healthy Lifestyle 
lessons with Lisa Martin at our Baby Basics class. 
   Jana would like to see emphasis on prenatal 
nutrition, infant nutrition, child nutrition, access to 
healthy foods, and breastfeeding. 

 

 



4-H Youth Development PDC 

 

Renae Hansen – Renae is a retired legislative staff 

member.  She has served as a past Extension PDC 

member and is on the Sierra Club board.  Renae is a 

former school board member, former youth 

counselor at church, former 4-H community leader 

and former literary tutor. 

   Renae has experiences with adult and or youth 

programs with Washburn, 4-H, church and adult 

legislative staff trainer. 

   Renae believes reaching underserved audiences 

with life affirming skills would be most helpful. 

 

Karen Brantingham – Karen has taught school 

for 28 years with 15 of those years at Berryton 

Elementary School. 

   Karen’s years in the school system has brought a 

wealth of experience with youth.  Her first experience 

with 4-H was through participation with the Extension 

Council. 

   Karen believes the opportunities for kids to do 

“real-live” things and experiences versus virtual or 

via technology is much more rewarding and 

educational. 

 

Tracy Keegan – Tracy Keegan is an 

administrator at Eisenhower Middle School, she has 

worked for Topeka Public Schools for 29 years.  She 

has served in many different capacities in 

elementary and middle schools, from classroom 

teacher, to district level to principal. She presents to 

colleagues at district and state level conferences on 

a regular basis.  

   She is a lifelong Topekan and a former member of 

the Rocky Hill 4-H club. Ms. Keegan is a graduate of 

The University of Kansas and Washburn University. 

She has an adult daughter that is also a graduate of 

KU and currently works at KU. She is a former 

president of the local KU Alumni Chapter, needless 

to say she is a big supporter of everything KU.  

   As a first grade teacher, Ms. Keegan had many 

programs from the 4-H Shawnee County Extension 

Office and loved the germ lesson and hatching 

butterflies. As a middle school administrator, Ms. 

Keegan loves to watch students learn, grow, find 

boundaries and succeed as they move on to high 

school.  

   She believes every person deserves a fresh start 

everyday and you don't have to agree with a person 

to be kind to them.  

 

 

 
 
    

K-State Research and Extension is committed to providing 
equal opportunity for participation in all programs, services 
and activities.  Program information may be available in 
languages other than English.  Reasonable accommodations 
for persons with disabilities, including alternative means for 
communication (e.g., Braille, large print, audio tape, and 
American Sign Language) may be requested by contacting the 
event contact Candis Meerpohl, Director two weeks prior to 

the start of the event September 27, 2022 at 785-232-0062, 
ext. 110 or email candism@ksu.edu.  Requests received after 
this date will be honored when it is feasible to do 
so.  Language access services, such as interpretation or 
translation of vital information will be provided free of charge 
to limited English proficient individuals upon request. 

Kansas State University Agricultural Experiment Station 
and Cooperative Extension Service 

K-State Research and Extension is an equal opportunity 
provider and employer. 
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