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January 2016 

Dates to Remember: 

 
 Jan. 2nd– Jamboree 

 Jan. 6th-KAPS Due 

 Jan. 16th—Jr/Sr Lock –

In at SW  YMCA 

 Jan. 22nd– State 

Scholarships Due 

 Jan. 25th-Club Days 

Registration Deadline 

Visit us on the Web: 

www.shawnee.ksu.edu 

Candis Meerpohl 

4-H Youth Development 

Agent 

candism@ksu.edu 

785-232-0062 ext.120 

 

Brooke Gray 

4-H Program Assistant 

begray@ksu.edu 

785-232-0062 ext.112 

 

Kim Seeley 

4-H Office Professional  

kjseeley@ksu.edu 

785-232-0062 ext.111 

A Word From Your Agent... 

Friends hanging out at Club Days 2015  

Warm up those voices and brush up on your instruments, Club Days is coming! 

Club leaders have the group registration forms! The deadline to get registered will be 

January 25th. Make sure that you have your entry in by that date. Communicate 

with your club leader on how you can get registered.  

On-line registration is available for individual entries. The link is on the Shawnee 

County 4-H website as well as here: 

Do you need more information about club days and what you can do at this county-

wide event? Please look at the Club Days guidelines on our  website, 

www.shawnee.ksu.edu on the 4-H page or shoot Kim an email at kjseeley@ksu.edu 

and she will send you a PDF of the guidelines. 

This year, Shawnee 

County Club Days will 

be February 13th at 

Shawnee Heights    

Middle School.   

Happy New Year everyone! I hope to see many of you on Saturday for January 

Jamboree! This is a great event to invite friends and cousins to who are not already in 

4-H. This event is open to EVERYONE! Just make sure they bring a few dollars to 

make some cool crafts. It’s also nice at this point of winter break to have a reason to 

get out of the house!  

There is a lot of good information in this issue of Chatterbox about 4-H events coming 

up like Jr./Sr. Lock In and Club Days. If you have questions about these countywide 

activities please let me know.  

If you have a to-do list I might recommend looking at your 4-H online profile. Making 

sure your enrollment is current and you are in the projects that you are doing project 

work in. All of these things can be adjusted till May 1. At that point what you are 

enrolled in is what you have for the rest of the year.  

Wishing everyone a Happy 2016!!  

~Candis Meerpohl 

https://www.facebook.com/Shawnee-County-4-H-81677171828/
http://www.shawnee.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1XDDooJsypRIizXpijiMx9iNijL2A5XwNt1v1YLOxCRc/viewform?c=0&w=1
http://events.r20.constantcontact.com/register/event?oeidk=a07ea883qwu300d6a4a&llr=8ya6z7eab
http://www.shawnee.k-state.edu/4-h/
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2016 January Jamboree, Saturday, 1-4pm, January 2nd at Countryside United      

Methodist Church.  3221 SW Burlingame Rd, Topeka, 66611 

2016 Jr/Sr Leadership Lock-in, January 16th -registration form is on the    

website shawnee.ksu.edu  (Registration due by Jan. 4th)  

2016 Club Days, February 13th –click here to register by January 25th 

Dates for the OZ-Some Summer camp are June 4th thru the 7th.  

2016  Shawnee County Photo Judging: July 10th 1-4pm 

2016 Shawnee County Fashion Revue: July 15th 

2016 Shawnee County Horse Show: July 16th & 17th 

2016 Shawnee County Fair: July 21st to the 24th 

2016 Project Meeting Expo  

Have you had trouble finding a project meeting? On February 20
th
 from 9:30-11:30am we are 

going to be offering five project meetings at the same time! All meetings will be at the Extension 

Office. There will be something for everyone.  

The meetings will only be an hour long so you can try two if you would like! Please use the 

following link to sign up for the meeting or meetings you would like to attend.  Click Here to 

Register for  the Project Expo! 

In early February the project leaders will e-mail you a supply list if there is one. We invite you to 

come and sample some different 4-H projects! Leaders will have additional meeting dates at the 

Expo to share with you. Hope to see you there!  

Project meetings to choose from: Home Environment; Foods and Nutrition; Electricity; Knitting and Poultry. 

Volunteers Needed! 

From Farm to You:  April 19th  from 8am-4pm at Domer Arena. We have 900+ 

Shawnee County second graders that day come learn about the importance of 

agriculture. We are in need of older 4-H'ers to act as group leaders throughout 

the day. You will guide the youth and their teachers from station to station.  

Beef and Bucket Calf  

Weigh-In, February 21st-  

2:00 to 3:00pm at the  

Gleason’s farm 

http://www.shawnee.k-state.edu/4-h/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1XDDooJsypRIizXpijiMx9iNijL2A5XwNt1v1YLOxCRc/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1VrpRtAwnxzr_8w2ZCTcWaRK7A6va4JbaXYKeWe4rmBU/viewform?c=0&w=1
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1VrpRtAwnxzr_8w2ZCTcWaRK7A6va4JbaXYKeWe4rmBU/viewform?c=0&w=1
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Jr./Sr. Lock In  

4-H’ers, break out your best “party animal” attitude for the 2016 Jr./Sr. Lock-in 

January 16th. This year’s educational session is sponsored by the Helping Hands 

Humane Society. Please bring with you two or more items from the HHHS wish list to 

donate. Some ideas can be a box of dog or cat treats, toys or even some pens and 

post it notes for the HHHS office.  See the complete wish list on our county 4-H 

website.  

Come enjoy an evening of friendly competition and  leadership activities followed by swimming, basketball, and 

games!  

The Lock-In is at the Southwest YMCA,. Check out Shawnee County  Extension website on the 4-H tab for the 

registration form with more details. www.shawnee.ksu.edu 

We look forward to seeing you...and bring a friend! Please sign up by January 4th.  

2016 Shawnee County Fair Theme Contest!  

The Shawnee County Fair is looking for a theme for the Shawnee County Fair. Last year’s theme “There is No Place 

Like the Shawnee County Fair,” was submitted by the Auburn 4-H club. Will your club choose the winning theme this 

year? Each 4-H Community Club can submit ONE idea to Candis Meerpohl by January 25
th
 for consideration at the 

January Fair Board meeting.   

A few things to remember is the Fair is a celebration for our entire county, not just 4-H. Our dates are July 21
st
-24

th
 and 

the theme should lend itself to decorations for the fair stage and tables. Look forward to all of your creative and fun 

ideas!   

Fair Superintendents Needed 

The following divisions need a superintendent for the 2016 Shawnee County Fair. These fair divisions cannot happen 

without a superintendent so please let Candis know if you are interested in seeing the division continue.  

Arts & Crafts (Looking for two unrelated adult superintendents. This is a large division that really needs more 

than one lead person.) 

Ceramics 

We are happy to announce we will have a Talent Show this year because a volunteer has stepped forward to lead the 

division for 2016. If you would like to know all that is entailed in being a fair superintendent please call the 4-H office.  We 

need to have our volunteers identified by the end of February because of fair books deadlines.  

Thank You!  

http://www.shawnee.ksu.edu
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2016 Kansas 4-H Ambassador Training Registration Open 

The 2016 Kansas 4-H Ambassador Training will be February 19-20 at the Rock Springs 4-H Center near Junction 

City.  It is open to all county/district 4-H ambassadors, ambassador advisors and Extension staff.  Local Extension 

Units determine who may attend the training.  The theme is “Rockin’ and Rollin’ with 4-H Ambassadors.”  There 

will be six youth workshops, three adult workshops, two speakers, with lots of fun and fellowship.  

For details, visit:  http://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/conferences-events/ambassador-training/

index.html.   Registration will be on the CVent system, and will close on February 1
st
.  Visit:  http://www.kansas4-h.org/

events/index.html.  The Kansas 4-H Ambassador Action Team accepts members (teens, volunteers and Extension 

staff) year-round.   For more information, please call Deryl Waldren at 785-462-6281, or e-mail him at 

dwaldren@ksu.edu. 

 

 

2016 4-H Horse Panorama 

Registration for Horse Panorama is up and available online. Please let your 4-H members know to fill out their paper 

applications and bring them into the office for you to fill out the CVent application. Please send the paper copies in 

with your checks by January 15th. Because of the short time between the registration due date and event date, no 

applications will be accepted after the 15th. 

For more information on 4-H Horse Panorama check out the 4-H Web Site athttp://www.kansas4-h.org/events-

activities/conferences-events/horse/index.html 

 

Save the Date for the Photo Workshop  

Once again, the Shawnee County 4-H Photography Project Group is offering a one day 

workshop to help 4-Hers hone their photography skills. It will take place at the Auburn 

Community Center on March 12th from 1-4pm.  Registration forms and more infor-

mation will be in next month’s Chatterbox. 

http://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/conferences-events/ambassador-training/index.html
http://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/conferences-events/ambassador-training/index.html
http://www.kansas4-h.org/events/index.html
http://www.kansas4-h.org/events/index.html
mailto:dwaldren@ksu.edu
http://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/conferences-events/horse/index.html
http://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/conferences-events/horse/index.html
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Kansas 4-H Scholarship Information 

Kansas 4-H State Scholarships are due to the Shawnee  County Extension office on January 22
nd

. Please don’t delay 

working on your scholarship application because many materials are required to be turned in with the application.  

Only the newly revised "Kansas 4-H Scholarship Application - 2016, "MG-50 with a print date of August 2015 will be 

accepted.  Please make sure each application includes all of the necessary documentation as required.  For additional 

information about Kansas 4-H Scholarships, please visit http://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/4-h-library/awards-and-

recognition/kansas-award-portfolio.html 

 

Free Kansas Leadership Center Training 

The Foundation is investing $100,000 during the next three years in Kansas Leadership Center training in support of 

Kansas alumni and volunteers. This training is a $300 per person value that Kansas companies hold in high regard. 

The training also includes access to a 360 Personal Leadership Assessment, the KLC Leadership Portal and Web 

Chats for each individual.  It is open to alumni, Extension staff, 4-H volunteers or perspective volunteers, and we would 

appreciate your helping in promoting the events. We invite all to attend one or more of the trainings. 

The free trainings provide: 

• An individual opportunity to learn leadership as an activity and behavior, not an elected position. This concept re-

quires ongoing learning and practice. 

• Insight into your role as a 4-H leader in helping youth realize that leadership is a behavior, and anyone can lead, any-

time, anywhere. 

All Trainings are from 10am to 3pm.  Dates include: 

January 15      Kansas Leadership Center, Wichita 

February 19    Kansas Leadership Center, Wichita 

March 5          Fort Hays State University, Hays 

April 15          Garden City Fairgrounds, Garden City 

May 20           Kansas Leadership Center, Wichita 

October 14     Kansas Leadership Center, Wichita 

November 20  Rock Springs 4-H Center, Juncion City 

The Kansas Leadership Center, established in 2008, has not worked in youth programming. They are now working 

with the Kansas 4-H Youth Council to pilot the curriculum to a youth audience. This leadership curriculum is offered to 

students at Kansas universities like K-State, Emporia State, Wichita State, etc. We’re hoping that in the years to come 

we can give our 4-H’ers a head start on their collegiate career! 

How to Register: 

• Go to kansas4hfoundation.org/KLC 

• Lunch and training are free. 

http://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/4-h-library/awards-and-recognition/scholarships.html
http://www.kansas4-h.org/resources/4-h-library/awards-and-recognition/scholarships.html
https://9737.thankyou4caring.org/KLC
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Kansas Lifts Ban on Poultry Exhibitions 

The Kansas Department of Agriculture announced on Dec. 4, 2015, that it will be lifting the ban placed on poultry exhibi-

tions and other events where birds are gathered or co-mingled.  The order, signed by Secretary of Agriculture Jackie 

McClaskey on June 9, 2015, was implemented in an effort to prevent the spread of highly pathogenic H5N2 avian influ-

enza (HPAI) and protect poultry health in Kansas. Kansas experienced a positive case of HPAI in Leavenworth County 

in 2015. Secretary McClaskey, in consultation with Kansas Animal Health Commissioner Dr.  

Bill Brown, lifted the ban as a result of no new cases of HPAI in Kansas since March 2015. 

 

While the ban is lifted, Dr. Brown continues to encourage all poultry owners to monitor their flocks and maintain good 

biosecurity practices. For additional information about HPAI and the response efforts in Kansas, visit http://

agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/division-of-animal-health/animal-disease-control-and-traceability/avian-influenza 

 

 

2016 Ag Innovators Experience (AIE) Challenge 

Kansas 4-H will be participating in the Ag Innovators Experience (AIE) in 2016. We are currently looking for 19 youth 

who are between the ages of 15-18 before January 1, 2016. This year the AIE Challenge will be focused around Honey 

Bees and pollinators. Youth who participate as a Teen Leader will receive an iPad to use during the grant and after suc-

cessful completion of the grant, they will be able to keep their iPad. This year we also have the opportunity to send three 

of our teen leaders to Washington D.C. If those applying are interested in being one of the three teen leaders, they 

should indicate that in their cover letter.  

Teen leaders will receive training in February on topics including:  The AIE Honey Bee Challenge curriculum; teaching 

and facilitation skills; developing local implementation plans; and reporting impacts.  Teams of 2-3 teen leaders will work 

in partnership with an adult volunteer or Extension staff member to conduct the AIE activity and relevant evaluations. 

Each teen leader will be responsible for contacting and setting up sessions with schools, 4-H clubs, and community 

groups to start during National Agriculture Week in March and continuing through July 2016 to reach a minimum of 75 

youth per teen leader. Each teen leader will also be responsible for promoting their efforts on social media and local 

news media. 

 

Cover letters and resumes are due in the State 4-H office no later than January 15, 2016: 

Kansas State 4-H Office 

201 Umberger Hall 

Manhattan, KS 66506 

http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/division-of-animal-health/animal-disease-control-and-traceability/avian-influenza
http://agriculture.ks.gov/divisions-programs/division-of-animal-health/animal-disease-control-and-traceability/avian-influenza
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WILLIE and the BEANSTALK  
All University Open House Plant Growing Contest Sponsored by Kansas State University Department of Agronomy  
 

Attention Students: Grow the biggest soybean plant and win the K-State Agronomy Beanstalk Award! There are two 

categories in which you can participate. The categories are Division I: 9th grade - 12th grade and Division 2: 

Kindergarten - 8th grade. 2016 marks the 9th annual competition at the Kansas State University Manhattan campus. All 

participants will receive a Willie and the Beanstalk t-shirt. Please click on the location above in which you would like to 

participate to find more information on judging categories and requirements of the competition. For more information, 

please e-mail: beanstalk@ksu.edu or go to the website: http://www.agronomy.k-state.edu/k-12-youth-and-educators/

willie-and-the-beanstalk-contest/ 

 

2015 Citizenship In Action Registration 

Registration for Citizenship In Action, February 14-15, 2016 is open until January 15.   

Please go to www.kansas4-H.org to register.  The cost for 2016 is $165, with the option to purchase their own hotel bed 

for an additional $30.  Citizenship In Action (CIA) is an opportunity for youth to learn about the law-making process, from 

writing their own legislation to debating it on the floor of the actual House and Senate Floors.  On Monday, youth will 

have the opportunity to watch legislators in committee meetings, discuss legislation in session and to have lunch with 

their own legislator.   

There are scholarships available for Citizenship In Action, you can find the scholarship application here (http://

www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/conferences-events/citizenship-in-action/index.html).  Scholarships are due by 

January 4, 2016 to the State 4-H Office.  Notifications will be sent by January 10, 2016 to all scholarship applicants on 

the status of their scholarship so that there is still time to register for the event.  

 

4-H Day with the Wildcat Women’s Basketball!  

Saturday, February 27, 2016, 3:30 p.m. Group Ticket Rate of $20 per person, youth or adult 4-H and non 4-H families 

welcome to attend . Deadline to order on line is January 15th.  

K-State vs. Baylor University. Registration information on line at  Kansas4h.org 

mailto:beanstalk@ksu.edu?subject=Requesting%20more%20information%20for%20Beanstalk%20contest
http://www.agronomy.k-state.edu/k-12-youth-and-educators/willie-and-the-beanstalk-contest/
http://www.agronomy.k-state.edu/k-12-youth-and-educators/willie-and-the-beanstalk-contest/
http://www.kansas4-h.org/events/index.html
http://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/conferences-events/citizenship-in-action/index.html
http://www.kansas4-h.org/events-activities/conferences-events/citizenship-in-action/index.html
http://www.kansas4-h.org/calendars/?id=12051&start=2016-01-15
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The Rossville Rustlers 4-H club had their Christmas 

meeting on Sunday, December 13.  First we went 

caroling to the residents of the Oakley Place. Then we 

wrapped gifts for our adopted families. Finally, 

everyone enjoyed a soup dinner and great desserts.   

A food drive was held at the Rossville Grade School, 

and over 1,200 items were collected for the local food 

bank and families. The winning class was treated to a 

pizza party.   

At the Rossville Christmas festival, we hosted a 

cookie decorating table. The theme was “A Very Minion Christmas”, so we helped the kids 

decorate minion cookies. 

In November, a pop tab collection was held at Rossville Grade School.  Over 100 pounds of tabs were collected and 

donated to the Topeka Ronald McDonald House. ~Dawson Schaefer, Reporter 

This month the Riverside 4-H club went to the VA 
Hospital for our community service project. We sang 
Christmas carols with some of the vets and ate pizza. 
We also gave them stockings full of cookies. They were 
greatly appreciated. 

We also contributed a tree full of children's gifts to the 
Festival of Trees. It was so wonderful to know that the 
money earned from our tree went to a great cause. 

Our club also was one of the largest in attendance at Achievement Night at WRHS. Congratulations to all of our 
members. They worked very hard on their projects this last year. ~Pedro Quast, Reporter 

Riverside 4-H Club 

Rossville Rustlers 4-H Club 

Bunny Bunch Project Club 

This is a pic of the Rabbit club after purchasing gifts for senior citizens at Alders 
gate community. They decided to donate items needed for those who do not 
receive gifts for Christmas time. They purchased blankets, house shoes, socks and 
other items of need. A couple of the kids delivered the items and visited with a 
lovely resident at the community.   
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December was a busy month for the Auburn 4-H Club. On December 13th,  Junior and Senior officers 

met at the Garrisons for the Purple Seal Goal Planning. We also had a white elephant gift exchange. 

For the Auburn 4-H club meeting on Monday, December 14th, the Auburn 4-H club sang Christmas 

carols at Sheltered Living for adults with development disabilities. Club members brought a fruit plate to 

share with the residents and also wore their favorite holiday hat. We sang planned Christmas carols, 

then took requests from the residents. Sheltered Living and Auburn 4-H Club parents provided 

refreshments for all of the 4-Hers.  

Also, on December 19th, cub members rang bells and sang Christmas songs for the Salvation Army's 

Red Kettle Drive at the Dillon's on 29th and Urish. Our members took shifts from 9 A.M. to 3 P.M. We 

had a great time watching shoppers put their money into our basket and made sure to wish them a "Merry Christmas". ~ 

Parker Myers, Reporter 

 

On December 19th, Indian Creek 4-H club held their Christmas meeting at Brewster Place. After they went caroling for 
the residents, they had their meeting. Their club had a gift exchange they did it with a story and whenever you heard 
right you passed right. When you heard left you passed the gift to the left. That was followed by punch and cookies. 
They all had a good time. ~Brody Elliot, Reporter 

Auburn 4-H Club 

Indian Creek 4-H Club 
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January 

 

1 Office Closed/ New Year’s Day 

2 January Jamboree 1:00-4:00 at Countryside 
United Methodist Church 

4          Bunny Bunch 7:00 p.m., EMR 

4 Jr./Sr. Lock-In Registration Due 

5-7   Topeka Farm Show, Expocentre 

6        4-H in the Library 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

6         Area KAPS due to the 4-H Office by 5pm.  

7 Exchange 7:00 p.m. Shawnee Co. Farm Bureau 

12        Extension Council Exec. Board 5:30p.m., CR 

13 Livestock Committee, 7:30 p.m., CR 

14        Events Council Exec., 6:15pm, CR 

16        Jr./Sr. Lock-In SW YMCA   

18       Office Closed/ Martin Luther King’s Birthday 

21       Ambassadors 7:00 p.m., CR 

21        Shooting Sports II, 7:00 p.m. EMR 

22  Deadline to submit articles to Chatterbox 

22 State Scholarships due to the Extension 
 Office by 5:00 p.m. 

24 Clothing Cares Meeting, 3:00 p.m. JoAnn’s 

25        County 4-H Day Registrations Due 

25        Paw Prints, 7:00 p.m., EMR 

26        Fair Board, 7:00 p.m., EMR 

28        Horse Club, 7:00 p.m., EMR 

29-31   Horse Panorama, Rock Springs 

February 

 

1 Bunny Bunch 7:00 p.m., EMR 

3          4-H in the Library 4:00-5:00 p.m. 

4 Sport Fishing Club Meeting 6:00-7:30, EMR 

4          Exchange 7:00 p.m. Shawnee Co. Farm Bureau 

9       Extension Council Exec. Board 5:30 p.m., EMR 

10 Livestock Committee, 7:30 p.m., CR 

11       Events Council Exec., 6:15 p.m., CR 

            Events Council Meeting 7:00 p.m., EMR 

12-14    Kansas Garden Show, Kansas Expocentre 

13  County 4-H Club Days Shawnee Heights 
 Middle  School 

14-15    Citizenship in Action  

16 Sport Fishing Club Meeting 6:00-7:30, EMR 

18          Ambassador Mtg., 7:00 p.m. CR 

18         Shooting Sports II, 7:00 p.m. EMR 

19         Deadline to submit articles to Chatterbox 

19-20   KS 4-H Ambassador Training, Rock Springs 

20 Project Meeting Expo, 9:30-11:30 a.m., EMR 

21         Beef Weigh-in, 2-3 p.m. Gleason Farm 

22        Paw Prints 7:00 p.m., EMR  

23         Fair Board, 7:00 p.m., CR 

25         Horse Club, 7:00 p.m., EMR 

27 Shawnee County Dog Show, Ag Hall 

27 4-H Day with Wildcat Women 3:30 p.m. 

29 Clothing Cares Meeting 6:30 p.m. Farm Bureau 
Building 


