
 

 

FRACTION POWER 

People have been using math principles for thousands-even millions-of years. Their use is spread across 

countries and continents; whether sailing a boat off the coast of Japan or building a house in Peru, math 

principles are used to get things done. 

How can math be so universal? First, human beings didn’t invent math concepts; we discovered them. 

Also, the language of math is numbers, not English or German or Russian. If we are well versed in this 

language of numbers, it can help us make important decisions and perform everyday tasks. 

One essential math concept is fractions. Because we know about fractions, we are able to fix a tasty 

meal, travel around our neighborhood, arrive at school on time, buy our favorite toy or share a treat 

with our friends. 

This lesson will use the hands-on activity of constructing a dry cookie mix to explore the math principles 

of fractions and highlight the importance of fractions in daily life. Each recipe makes a dozen cookies. 

After this activity you can challenge your students by asking them to convert the recipe to make two or 

more dozen cookies or just six cookies. 

 

Introduce the importance of fractions in daily life. With the students’ help, make a list of ways that 

fractions are used every day, and tell why fractions are essential for each task. Some suggestions are: 

Clock—knowing about three quarter, half and quarter hours make it possible to tell time 

Gas gauge in automobiles—tells how much fuel is left so vehicle does not run out of gas 

Money—allows people to compute cost and pay for goods and services 

Cooking—need to know fractions so recipes will taste good. 

 

Here are some activities with fractions you may want to utilize.  
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